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ADVERTISEMEN T, 


This Sermon is publiſhed in conſequence of the repeated 
ſollicitations of ſome Miniſters and others, wha heard it 
delivered. That its publication has beendeferred ſo long, 
is owing to the author. He was, for ſome time, averſe to 
gratify his friends at the riſk of provoking enemies to the 
duties recommended in it. Bur the example of Paul in the 
text, injoining a ſpirit and temper ſuperior to all ſuch con- 
ſiderations on all the Miniſters of Chriſt, at laft removed 
his plea, and obliged him to a cheerful, though late, com- 


pliance with their deſire, 


T H E 
S8 O08 PE Lor C H RIS T, 
T.-.H | 
GLORY Or CHRISTIANS. 


ROM. i. ver. 16. 


I am not aſhamed of the Gofpel of Chrift. 


ES muſt be ſtrangers indeed to the ſtate of religi- 
on in the Chriſtian world, who do not obſerve, that 
this age is not more remarkable for an almoſt univerſal cor- 
ruption of manners, than it is diſtinguiſhed by a determin- 
ed and growing oppoſition te the very being of chriſtia- 
nity. At ſuch a time, every man, who names the name 
of JESUS, and hopes for immortality and eternal glory 
through the merit and atonement of that divine Perſon, 
owes him the grateful ſervice of a pure and approved zeal, 
in the defence of a cauſe, in which the honour of God and 
the ſalvation of men are fo eſſentially and inſeparably in- 
tereſted. An explicit, and a reſolute avowal of a warm 
attachment to the goſpel, ſhould enter into the character 
of every profeſſed friend to religion. Such a temper ſhould 
diſtinguiſh him from deteſtable Gallio's, as well as from thoſe 
who fight under the diſplayed banners of infernal oppoſi- 
tion to the goſpel. When the preſent ſtate of religion is 
duly conſidered, it will be found, that there is nothin 

more neceſſary, more becoming, or more laudable. Nor 
ought Chriſtians merely to avow their love to the goſpel, 
and their obligations to its Author. They onght to approve 
their attachment, by a chain of conduct, conformed to the 
rule of the goſpel, and influenced by its ſpirit and prin- 
ciples. Thus, by actions as well as by words, would they 
convince the moſt reſolute enemies of chriſtianity that there 
is an energy, a dignity and a beauty in the Fele which 
ſet it infinitely above the rank of things, of which men may 
with impunity be aſhamed. Paul felt the powers of the 
goſpel on his own heart, and demonſtrated the triumphs of 
It, in his own converſation and heavenly deportment. He 
was, therefore, an unaſhamed ſpectator of all the ſhame 
which Jewith Doctors and Gentile Philoſophers conſpired 
N | to 
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to pour on the goſpel; and he gloried to ſhare in its re- 


proach. I am not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt. 

Theſe words are a part of an introductory diſcourſe to 
a cloſe, inſtructive and convincing chain of reaſoning, which 
the Apoſtle ſupports throughout the epiſtle with a degree 
of ſtrength and elegance peculiar to revelation. As they 
contain a deſcription of that temper of mind, and of that 
frame of ſpirit, in which the Apoſtle found himſelf, on. a 
diſtant proſpect of preaching the goſpel at Rome, they are 
introduced in the moſt natural and eaſy manner. The 
Church of Rome had been planted ſume conſiderable time 
before the writing of this epiſtle. When, on what occa- 
ſion, and by whoſe inſtrumentality, —are ſecrets wiſely 
wrapt up in impenetrable ſhade. A kind providence, fore- 
ſeeing the infernal uſes which ignorance, ſuperſtition and 
the Juſt of domination would make of ſuch unimportant 
circumſtances, in future ages, in great mercy to mankind 
decreed it to be ſo. The Apoſtle Paul, who always ex- 
erciſed a ſolicitude about the proſperity of all the churches, 
and to whom, as the Apoſtle ſeparated to the peculiar ſer- 
vice of the Gentiles, the miniſtry of the uncircumciſion was 
committed, wrote this epiſtle to the Romans, in order that 
he might inſtruct them further in the faith and influence of 
the goſpel. That he might gain and fix their attention to 
ſubjects of ſuch importance, he addreſſes himſelf to the 
molt powerful ſprings of attention in the human heart. He 
aſſures them, that the things he was going to hold up to 
their view, were, and are of the laſt importance; and that 
a heaven-born benevolence, and regard to their eternal in- 


tereſts were the powerful motives to write this epiſtle. He 


profeſſes, that his affection to them could not confine itſelf 
within the limits of a cool acquieſcence in the favourable 
reports that had reached his ears concerning their religious 
character; but that his love to them had often burſt forth, 
and blazed all around, in giving them their deſerved elogy 
among the churches; and had often carrie d him to the 
throne of grace, in importunate prayer, that, ſhould it pleaſe 
God, he might have the inexpreſſible pleaſure of miniſtring 
perſonally to their edification. Nor was this a mere ſally 
of inconſiderate attachment and zeal. No: For, viewing 
himſelf a debtor, not only to his brethren the Fews, and 
to the accompliſhed Greeks and Romans who reſided in the 
world's metropolis, but even to the leſs poliſhed nations, 


who © 
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who were repairing continually in crouds to that city ; he 
aſſures them, he was ready to combat all the contempt, 
which he expected would be poured on his perſon and mi- 
niſtrations, by the learned; and all the hazard to which 
his life would be expoſed, by the craft of the enraged 
Prieſts, by the fury of the incenſed populace, and by the 
cruelty of the world's deſpot. What was the true ſource 
of all this more than human fortitude? He tells us in the 
text. It was the intrinſic excellence, and the important 
ends of the goſpel. 1 am not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
for it is the power of God unto ſalvation, to every one that be- 
lieveth; to the Few firſt, and alſo to the Greek. 


That we may diſcourſe this ſubject in a manner ſuitable 
to the occaſion, I ſhall, 


I. Shew what ſeems to be implied in that frame of ſpi- 
rit, which the Apoſtle poſſeſſed in the proſpect of preach- 
ing the goſpel at Rome ;—A temper highly becoming, and, 


in ſome meaſure, inherited by every genuine friend to the 
goſpel of Chriſt. 


IT. I ſhall take a general view of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
in order to ſhow that it wants not abundant merit to in- 
ſpire its friends in every age with that temper. 


III. I ſhall attempt ſome ſuitable improvement of the 
whole. 


I. I ſhall ſhew what ſeems to be implied in the Apoſtle's 
frame of ſpirit, in the proſpect of preaching the goſpel at 
Joe: J am not aſhamed, 
| It is a temper, which, in regard of its origin and 
3 is wholly ſupernatural. It is that fortitude, that 
ſtrength of mind, which originates from, and is maintained 
by a ſupernatural Feeling of the divine power of the goſpel, 
and a ſolid experience of its tranſcendent worth. * Tis a frame 
of mind deeply rooted in a divine faith, which, while it 
views the tranſcendently glorious character of God in the 
goſpel, works by the irreſiſtible attractions of love, and at- 
taches the heart to every doctrine and every duty, to eve- 
Ty promiſe and to every precept, to every ordinance, and 
to every inſtitution of the goſpel. That heart, which 
knows not theſe feelings, will all at once become weak as 
water, in the hour, when the afflictions of the goſpel pre- 
ſent themſelves i m formidable array. In that hour, natu- 


rat - 
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ral fortitude will prove to be a feeble ſtay. The hiſtory 
of human nature but too plainly ſhows, that men, even of 
the moſt daring and brave diſpoſitions, will not. long re- 
main unaſhamed of the goſpel, while they continue un- 
acquainted with its ſupernatural power, and ignorant of its 
ineſtimable worth. It is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that it can long 
maintain a ſecond place in the human affections. It claims 
the fir/t, or none. There is nothing in it ſuitable to an 
inferior ſtation. Demas ſoon became weary and aſhamed 


of the goſpel, when he had, in the true ſpirit of apoſtaſy, 


commanded it down to the lrweſt room, and had exalted 
this preſent world, with all its inchanting objects, into the 
throne of ſupreme defire. Demas hath fir orſaken me, having 
loved this preſent world *. 

What made Paul fo intrepid i in the caufe of the goſpel, 
that he knew not to bluſh for it, when arraigned at the 
bars of the mightieſt Potentates? Was it becauſe it was 
reſpectable and of good report among the people, of at 
Teaſt one nation in the world? No; It was then fo the Zews, 
the only people who juſtly boaſted a divine religion, a 


ſtumbling block, and to the Greeks, theſe repoſitories of learn- 


ng and judges of taſte, a ſyſtem of abſurdity and folly +. 

as it, that he had only a rational perſuaſion of its truth, 

founded on indiſ putable principles and the juſteſt methods of 
deduction? No; He had more and infinitely better rea- 
ſons for his unſhaken attachment. He had an experience, 
in his own ſoul, of its ſaving power. It was fhis inward 
evidence, this deciſive proof, that ſupported his aſſertion. — 
It is the power of God to ſalvation. It was this that made 
him pronounce it, in the moſt emphatic language, —worthy 
of all acceptation +. 

Why was the divine Author of the goſpel himſelf ſo 
attached to it, ſo unaſhamed of it, amidſt unparalelled per- 
ſecution, that he is juitly held the ſupreme pattern of reſo- 
1iruoly, the 
goſpel did not poſſeſs a /econd feat in his love. The ho- 


. Nour of his Father, and the ſalvation of his church, happi- 


Iy united in his grand deſign, made known by the goſpel, 

made the face of the Mediator as a flint, and the heart of 
Judah”s lion ſtrong, to announce it; to avow it, in the face 
of infernal oppoſition; and to fink into death's coldeſt, 


2. As 


2 Tim. iy. 10. f 1 Cor. i. 83. fr Tim. i. 15. 


and moſt tremendous embrace, iu its deſence. 
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2. As this temper is originally founded in a ſcriptural ex- 
perience of the power of, and conſequently, in a ſupreme 
love to the goſpel ; ſo it conſiſteth in a bold, open and de- 
termined avowal of attachment to it, as a ſyſtem of the moſt 
ſublime, ſalutury, and aſtoniſhing truths; in its origin, divine: 
in its nature and character, worthy of all acceptation ; and in 
regard of its deſign, ſupremely ſubſervient to the advancement 
of the honour of every perfection in Deity. 

In this conſiſted that very amazing frame of mind, in 
which the faithful and true Witneſs appeared at Pilate's tri- 
bunal, and avowed his attachment to the goſpel, with all 
its connections, in that noble teitimony, / kingdom is not of 
this world, He dared to avow himſelf a Prince, yea, the 
Prince of the Kings of the earth, before the tribunal of thoſe 
whoſe jealouſy of a ſuperior had ever been fatal to their 
equals on earth, and who ever had long diſputed a ſuperi- 
ority of ſovereign ſway with that GoD, who ruleth in Jacob 
and to the ends of the earth. When covered with ſhame, he 
deſpiſed the ſhame, and avowed his contempt of every ſpe- 
cies of earthly or infernal contempt, poured on his per- 
ſon or deſign. The Lord God had opened his ear, and he 
was not rebellious, neither turned away back. He gave 
his back to the ſmiters, and his cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hair He hid not his face from ſhame and ſpitting *.' 

In a ſimilar avowal of determined attachment to the 
goſpel, did that frame of ſoul conſiſt, which the Apoſtles 
diſcovered, when they were dragged before their malici- 
ous enemies and impotent judges, — Annas the High Prieſt, 
and his execrable kindred. he it known unto you all, ſay 
they, and to all the people of Iſrael, that by the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raiſed from the dead, even by him doth this man ſtand 
here before you whole. This is the ſtone which was ſet at 
nought by you builders, which is become the head of the 
corner. Neither is there ſalvation in any other; for there 
3s none other name under heaven given among men, where- 
by we muſt be ſaved +. 

In an avowal, equally intrepid, did Paul's ordinary 
frame conſiſt, in all places where his character called him 
to diffuſe the ſavour of Chriſt's good ointment. At A- 
thens, before the venerable and learned court of Areopaguc, 


and 
Ia. I. 5, 6. + Acts iv. 10, 11, 12. 
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and before the haughty, half. learned and peeviſh philoſo- 
phers of that age and city.—He boldly arrainged their ſu- 
perſtition, tho* of the moſt refined ſort; inſtructed the 
ſages themſelves in even the very firſt principles of natural 


religion, who had formerly been accounted the inſtructors 


of mankind and the eyes of the world ; and he gloried in 
having an opportunity of adding to theſe, the infinitely 


more ſublime doctrines of 7eſus and the reſurrection “. 


In every province, town and village, even among his moſt 
prejudiced, bigotted and furious countrymen, he ceaſed 
not night nor day to warn them, and to teſtify the goſpel of 
the grace of God F. Chiefly at Zeruſalem, where the po- 
licy of the nation, the prejudices of the people, and the 


jealouſy of the Romans, conſpired to render it dangerous, 


in the laſt degree, to ſpeak in the name of Jeſus, —He 
ſhewed an intrepidity and a ſtrength of mind ſuperior to 
the qualms of fear or the bluſhes of ſhame. Holding up 
his chain, as the honourable badge of his conformity to 


Chriſt in ſhame and ſpitting, he addreſſed his judge, —/ 


would to God, that not only thou, but alſo all that hear me 
this day, were both almoſt and altogether as I am, except 
theſe bonds . | 
From theſe examples, it is plain that our firmneſs and 
reſolution in avowing our attachment ought to bear a pro- 
rtion to the dignity of its object. | 
Beſides ; the avowal, of which we ſpeak, muſt be of the 
whole goſpel. It is one, like its Author, ſubje& and end; 
its unity depends on theſe ſacred foundations. It is a con- 
need ſyſtem, and, like the law, cannot be retrenched in 
any part, without injuring, and virtually undoing the whole. 
Revelation is properly one grand truth,—one immenſe 


ſtream of heavenly light, pouring from the father and 


fountain of lights, diverſified according to the nature of the 
objects which it reſpects. It is one connected lecture on 
the evangelical character of God in Chriſt. Every re- 
trenchment, therefore, muſt neceſſarily affect the text, and 


detract from the glory of the original. ? Tis on this foun- 


dation, that the juſtice and equity of the moſt dreadful 
threat that ever fell from the lips of the loving Redeem. 
er are built, —'/hoſcever, therefore, ſhall be aſhamed of 
me, or my words in this adulterqus and ſinful generation, 
of him alſo ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, when he _ 

| et 


Acts xvii. 16-32, f Acts xx. 24, 31. t Acts xxvi. 29. 
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eth in the glory of his Father, with the holy Angels *. 
Why are the words of Chriſt raiſed to a level with his 
perſon, in that commination ?—His words are an image of 
himſelf,—the only image of his perſon, as well as the only 
pledge of his love to, and preſence with the Church to the 
end of the world. Whoever, therefore, detracts from the 
image, ſpoils the likeneſs, and offers profane inſult to the 
facred Original. | 
3. This frame of ſpirit conſiſteth in, and neceſſarily im- 

plies, 2 cool, a deliberate and a well founded reſolution to a- 
bide by the love of the goſpel, and to perſevere in an open 
profeſſion of attachment to it, even in the view of the ſeveral 
kinds of oppoſition, with which it ordinarily meets in the 
world, To be unaſhamed of the goſpel, is to continue ſo, 
| thro? good report and bad report. It is like its Author, 

the ſame yeſterday, to-day und for ever, What in it, therefore, 

merits the cordial attachment of the ſoul at any time, con- 
tinues to dffſerve it at all times. The great Friend of the 
goſpel maintained the ſame temper toward it, when the 
Jews were crying, Crucify him, as when they were conſult- 
ing, and ſeriouſly reſolving to make him the rival of Ceſar. 
MMaſes, tho? he was convinced, that a ſtate of affliction was 
altogether inſeparable from his connections with the goſ- 
pel, and its poor enſlaved friends, made a deliberate choice 
of afflictions with the people of God, and preferred them 
infinitely to the enjoyments of ſin for a ſeaſon. Yea, He 
eſteemed the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the trea- 
ſures of Egypt; for he had reſpect to the recompence of re- 
ward +. Nor did he alter his ſentiments after the coils 
and affſictions of many long years, ſpent in the moſt ardu- 
ous ſervices of the goſpel. | 

Paul's zeal for the goſpel was not a paroxiſn of blind af- 
fection. No; viewing all the ſcenes, of which the ſpirit 
of propheſy, whether ſpeaking by the tongues of others, 
or by perſonal ſuggeſtions, had forwarned him, —He boldly 
bids defiance to all. Behold, I go hound in the ſpirit unto 
Jeruſalem, not knowing the things that ſhall befal me there: 
Save that the Holy Ghoſt witnelſeth in every city, ſuying, that 
bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of theſe things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might 
finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have 
received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the geſpel of the grace 
; 1 1 B | of 

Mark viii. 38. + Heb. xi. 25. 26, 
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of Cod. Nor was the ſame Paul of different ſentiments, 
| | when, one would have juſtly thought, that, had he been 
| actuated by any of the ſelfiſh principles, the fervours of his 
| zeal would have entirely ſubſided, when he had felt the 
l | horrors of a priſon, and had a proſpect of all the terrors of 
| | the molt violent and painful death, Tea, doubtleſs ] count 
| | all things loſs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
ll | Jeſus my Lord; for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, 
and do count them but dung that I may win Chriſt +. I am 
now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is 
at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my 
' courſe, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid ud 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Ford, the righte- 
ous Judge, ſhall give me at that day t. 

But that reſolution may not plunge its owners in eternal 
ſhame by leaving them, in the hour of trial, aſhamed of the 
goſpel of Chriſt ; let it be obſerved, that it muſt be delibe- 
rate and well adviſed, cool and well founded. The man who 
deſires to build up, and to ſecure the valuable character of 
a determined f unaſhamed advocate for the goſpel, muſt 
firſt fit down and count the caſt ||. Knowledge made yet 
more knowing by all learning, faith made more reſolute by 
love, and manly courage rendered ſeemingly invincible by 
chriſtian fortitude, will prove but rotten pillars for reſoluti- 
on to lean its weight upon, in the day when the race is 
with the horſemen, and the conflict is in the ſwellings of 
Jordan. Nothing will crown reſolution, but faith direct- 
ing its eye upward, and receiving divine communications 
from its Author. David, grown gray in experience, and 
ſtrong in every divine habir, ſtill refuſes to lean to lefs 
than omnipatence,—T will go in the ſtrength of the Lord 
God + I vill make mention of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine 
only g. | 

A We ſhall only add, that this frame of mind conſiſts in 
glorying in the goſpel. The phraſeology of the text is em- 
phatical and figurative. A temper directly the reverſe of 
that denied, is elegantly affirmed. I am not aſhamed of 
the goſpel; 9. d. I glory in the goſpel of Chriſt, and 
eſteem my perſon ſingularly honoured by ſharing in its re- 
proaches. Its intrinſic worth and inconceivable dignity 
make this frame the glory of the profeſſors as well as the 

e | | preachers 


\ — 
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„Acts xx. 22, 23, 24. + Philip. ii. 3. 4 a Tim. iv: 6, 7, 8. 
Luke xiv. 28,.—34. 5 Pfal. Ixxi. 16. | 
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preachers of the goſpel. Not to glory in it, is to incur the 
crime of being aſhamed of it. Thoſe men, who returned 
victorious from the battle in which 4b/ulom was ſlain, were 
as men aſhamed amid the tranſports of welcome and 
applauſe. Why? Their love to their Royal Maſter was 
ſuch, that, when they ſaw him, inſtead of ſharing in the 
common joy, overwhelmed with heart-rending agonies at 
the death of his fon, their victory was to them the ſame as 
the moſt ſhameful defeat. They did not glory in it, in a 
degree equal to its importance; wherefore, inſpiration ſays, 
they got them by ſtealth that day into the city, as people be- 
ing aſhamed ſteal away when they flee in battle *. The ob- 
ject, whoſe excellence and importance lays a foundation for 
gloriation in it, is reproached by an unfeeling indifference 
in thoſe from whom gratitude and intereſt demand a very 
different return. The Apy/?les, well knowing the impor- 
tance of conformity to their divine Maſter,—even in ſhame 
and abuſe, in impriſonment and galling ſtripes, gloried in 
the afflictions of the goſpel, and departed from the preſence 
of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to ſuf- 

er ſhame. for his name +. Paul, computing the advantages, 
which reſult from tommunion with Chriſt, in his Croſs, 
exclaims,—God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſawe in the Croſs 
F our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world t. How much more may 
ve exult in the goſpel of Chriſt, which is the true image 
of his perſon, the brightneſs of his mediatorial glory, and 
the exact character of his aſtomiſhing undertaking !-—Byt 
this leads me | 


IT. To take a general view of the goſpel, in' order to 
ſhew that it hath abundant merit to inſpire and maintain 
this frame in all its friends to the end of the world, 


We need not conſume your time in telling you, that 
the goſpel imports good news, or glad lidings, ſur- 
paſſing the moſt towering thoughts of human or an- 
gelit minds; glad tidings of great joy, which 
tranſport the ſoul with more than angelic delights, 
and inſpire ſentiments of the warmeſt gratitude to their 
divine Author. This is indeed the firſt idea which the 
term ſuggeſts. How beautiful e the mountains are the 

feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth _ 
25 " that 
- ® 2 Sam. xix. 3. Acts v. 41. t Gal. vi. 14. 
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that bringeth good tidings of good, that publiſheth ſalvation, 
that ſaith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth !*—Behold, I bring 


you good tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all people ; 


for unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, 


who is Chriſt the Lord +. The Angel was honoured to do 
the work of an Evangeliſt t, and the ſhepherds were privi- 
ledged to hear from his lips, what all the ancients on Paul's 
roll of worthies longed to have heard, and did not. The 
Patriarchs of the antedeluvian world, the fathers in the 
firſt ages of the Jewiſh diſpenſation, and even the Prophets 
in the latter ages of that Church, enjoyed no more than 
the promiſe ||,—a ſciagraphy, a draught or profile of Wiſ- 
dom's aſtoniſhing deſign, gradually perfected in a long courſe 
of ſour thouſand years. They all died in the faith, not having 
received the promiſes. To the age, on which the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs aroſe with healing in his wings, and to the 
diſtinguiſhed ages that have followed, was reſerved this laſt, 
this beſt of all bleſſings, the Goſpel 5, which does not a- 
muſe the world with diſtant hopes, does not fatigue ex- 
pectation with ages of tedious delay; but aſcertains the 
actual verification of all the ancient promiſes, the realizati- 
on of all the ancient figures, and the accompliſhment of all 
the ancient prapheſies, by the jmmaculate incarnation, the 
ſpotleſs obedience, the expiatory death, and the triumphant 
reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Even this general 
view of the goſpel ſhews it importance, and demonſtrates 
the propriety of a ſteady attachment to it. But the dig- 
nity of the ſubject demands a cloſſer attention to its import. 
1. The goſpel is the Teſtimony of the Eternal Three, 
that, by the Sovereign conſtitution of the Father, there is an eter- 


nally flowing ſpring of life in Chriſt, diſpenſed hy the ever 


efficacious agency of the Spirit, This is the RECORD ** that 
God hath given to us eternal life and this life is in his 


Fon fee 


51 Agreeable 
* Iſa. li. 7 f Luke li. 10, 11. | 


t waſymiloua vulr xaper piyzrnr, I evangelize ta 
you great joy. : | 
= t A diſtant report. | 


$ 7 eaſyexor. The bleſſing itſelf contraſted with 
1 traſyiua, the diſtant tidings concerning it. 


grit 42P7Vpize This is that witneſs- teſtimony. 
It 2 John v. 11. | 
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Agreeable to this general deſcription, the goſpel muſt be. 


conſidered as a ſovereign preſentment, in great and pre- 
cious promiſes, of all the riches of divine mercy, accommo. 
dated to the neceſſities of forlorn ſinners, and of all the 
inexhauſtable treaſures of unmerited love ;— Treaſures, 
which were laid up in Chriſt before the foundation of the 
world by a federal conſtitution ; which were but ſpas. 
ringly revealed to the Old Teſtament Church, even in her 
brighteſt day; but, which have now been poured out in 
all their aſtoniſhing fulneſs on the Gentile world, alas, 
too inſenſible to the eternal importance of ſuch a diſtin. 
ujſhing favour! In one day, the decree, the promiſe, the 
prophecy and the type, which ſo long had travelled in 
birth, were at lat delivered of the Man. CHILD and, in him, 
of all the countleſs ſtores of grace and glory, with which 
his mediatorial character is fraught, inriched and blazoned 
to the juſt and joint admiration of Men and Angels. In 
the proſpect of that day, 1/a:ah writes in prophetic rap- 
tures, In this mountain ſhall the Lord of Hoſis make un- 
to all people a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wines on the lees, 
of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refin- 
ed“. In ſimilar ſtrains writes the New Teſtament Pro- 
Phet. And he ſhewed me a pure river of water of life, 
clear as chryſtal, proceeding out of the Throne of God and of. 
the Lamb, In the midſt of the ſtreet of it, and of either ſide 
of the river was the tree of life, which bare twelve manner 
of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month and the leaves 
of the tree were for the healing of the nations f. The pro- 
miſes of the Meſhah, and of Mercy's aſtoniſhing vent 
through his propitiatory ſacrifice, which, like title-deeds 
unexecuted, were put into the hands of the Old Teſta- 
ment Church for their peruſal, while in a ſtate of eXPEcy 
tancy,—are now committed into our hands, and are daily 
publiſhed in our ears, as deeds legally executed, and as a 
conſtitution, which hath received irs conſummation in the 
death and reſurrection of the LorD of Glory. Hence the 
Apoſtle, All the promiſes of God in him are yea, and in 
him Amen, unto the glory of God by us f, And hence Solo. 
mon, in prophetic contemplation of the mediatorial ratifica- 
tion of the New Covenant, and of the ſovereign and free 
communications of its treaſures in the goſpel-age, ſoars in 
he moſt ſublime deſcription. —#/i/dom hath builded her 


| houſe, | 
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houſe, ſhe hath hewen out her ſeven pillars, She. hath killed 
her beaſts, ſhe hath mingled her wine, ſhe hath alſo furniſh- 
ed her table. She hath ſent forth her maidens, ſhe cryeth on 
the higheſt places of the city,—lWhoſo is ſimple, let him turn 
in hither ; as for him that wanteth underſtanding, ſhe ſaith 
to him, —Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which 
J have mingled * What human heart, without the moſt 
criminal contempt, can be indifferent to the goſpel, when 
conſidered in this view? | 
2. Yet this view does not exhauſt the ſubject. The 
goſpel is the mo/? aſtoniſhing character of Cod himſelf, given 
by one, whoſe knowledge 1s infinitely ſuperior to miſtakes, 
and whoſe veracity is at eternal war with falſehood. No 
man bath ſeen Cod at any time; the only begotten Son, who 
is in the boſom of the Father, he hath declared him f. This 
divine Perſon hath given ſuch a character of God, as is un- 
Paralelled ; and we are bold to add, unparalellable. No 
ſooner had the Creator ſaid, let there be light and order, and 
beauty, and life, than chaos, railing into beauteous forms, 
at the repeated calls of JEHovan,—beamed divinity from 
every atom of matter, and poured a ſmall part of the ori- 
ginal character of Deity on the enraptured underſtandings 
of thoſe morning ſtars, who ſang together wie 8 Sons of 
God who ſhouted for joy. But the whole univerſe, though 
far ſurpaſſing the powers of imagination in extent and glo- 
ry, was a theatre too confined for an adequate Tori) ao 
tion of the divine character. Lo, theſe were only parts of 
his ways; Hou little a portion wag ſtill heard of him ? 
To the goſpel, to the goſpel alone, was the honour reſerv- 
ed, of furniſhing a full diſplay of the divine character, ſhin- 
ing out in all the ſplendors of mercy, and in all the charms 
of the moſt aſtoniſhing love. Attribytes, which had only 
twinkled, as diſtant ſtars, in creation's ſtupendous vault, 
blaze forth and pour abroad their glories, as inexhauſtible 
fources of light and beauty, in the goſpel ſcheme of redemp- 
tion, by a crucified .JesUs. Perfections, which had not emit- 
ted a ſingle, feeble ray on creation's ſtage, now, in ſome 
meaſure, eclipſe and drown, in their ſuperiour ſplendors, 
thoſe attributes which had ſhone brighteſt in the morn- 
Ing of the creation. Thoſe perfections, whoſe ſeparate 
clatms, intereſts and glories ſeemed, to every underſtanding 
. inferior 
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inferior to the Divine, to be at eternal and irreconcilable 
variance, with the moſt diſtant overture of pacification 
unite in the goſpel, as in one conſtellation, and mixing their 
friendly beams, pour pleaſant aſtoniſhment on the under- 
ſtandings of Angels, as well as joy unſpeakable, and'full of 
glory into the melting hearts of trembling, believing, ex- 
An ſinners. A ſweeter note never dwelt on the lip, or 
ſounded from the harp of the ſeet finger in Iſrael, than 
Mercy and Truth are met together, Righteouſneſs and Peace 
have kiſſed each other. Truth ſhall ſpring out of the earth, and 
righteouſneſs ſhall look dun from heaven *. This evange- 
lical character of God, only revealed by the goſpel, is im- 
menſely different from, though infinitely conſiſtent with, 
that natural and moral character, which he originally aſ- 
ſumed as the Sovereign and only Diſpenſer of rewards and 
puniſhments, according to the law of works. Having ef- 
fectually ſecured the 5 on of every branch of his natural 
and moral character connected with that law, profaned by 
the daring tranſgreflor; he now conſiſtently rideth in the 
heavens, in his name Jau, and proclaims his own charac- 
ter,—The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth +. Cod is 
Love . The Father of mercies, the God of all conſolation ||. 
It is hence indiſputable, that the man, who is aſhamed of 
the goſpel of Chriſt, muſt be the execrable wretch, who 
is aſhamed of the moſt ſublime and amiable character of Dei- 
ty, the character in which God finds ineffable complacency, 
and men the only foundation of their hope. 

3. Scepticiſm itſelf, cannot heſitate a moment about this 
truth, when it is further conſidered, that the goſpel is an 
exact deliniation of the perſon and character of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is the brightneſs of glory, and the expreſs 
image of the Father's perſon F. As all of God ſhines in the 
perfon and character of Jeſus; as the fulneſs of the God- 
head dwells bodily in him, —ſo all of that divine and myſte- 
rious perſon ſhines forth in the goſpel. It is that gory, 
that brightneſs of glory, in which the Mediator dwells, 
in majeſty acceſſible, and by which we have acceſs to Him, 
"who dwelleth in light, otherwiſe inacceſſible, whom no eye im- 
mediately hath ſeen er can ſee, Hence ariſes that ſublime 

"ow | privilege 
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privilege of all ſaints, —We all, with open face, beholding as 
in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed nts the fame 


image from glory to glory, even as by the ſpirit of the Lord &. 
Chriſt is the Sun of righteouſneſs ; and the goſpel is that 
day, which he pours down on this benighted world. Da- 
vid beheld it afar off, and ſung,—This is the day which 
the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it f. 
The goſpel preſents us with a connected view of the cha- 
| of Jeſus. It comprehends that golden chain of ſu- 
blime truths, reſpecting his perſon and mediation, which, 
not like the inferiour ſyſtems of natural truths, that derive 


their feeble evidence from the original maxims of reaſon, — 


is an immediate emanation of the Deity, ſhining forth in all 


the riches of his wiſdom, and in all the. treaſures of his 


mercy in the perſon of Chriſt. *Tis by the goſpel we are 
inſtructed and led into the knowledge of truths, which 
could never have entered into the hearts of men, or the 
more enlightned underſtandings of angels. Tis in conſe- 


quence of the Son's declaring the Father, that we believe 
und are ſure, —That there are three Perſons, or three dif. 


tant modes of ſabliſtence, and conſequently, three diſtin 
modes of dpetation in Deity : That the Father, the Son, 
and the Spirit, one God, are jointly intereſted in laying, 
confirming, and carrying into execution the myſterious 
plan of ſaving ſinners of our wretched family: That the 
eternal Son of God voluntarily engaged from eternity, to 
become both Emmanuel and Goel; to affume our nature, 
and to pay the debt of ten thouſand talents, which we owed 
to the injured Jaw, and to the moral character of Deity, 
inſulted in it : That this divine Perſon is inveſted with, and 
has bound himſelf to diſcharge the offices of a Prophet, 


Prieſt and King, and that in ſtates and circumſtances ſeem- 


ingly incompatible ;—in a ſtate as low as Man's miſery, 
and in a ſtate high as the Throne, and the right-hand of 
the Father : That Wiſdom's ſcheme of demonſtrating the 
riches of ſovereign mercy, in conjunction with the plo 
of inflexible juſtice, is fully executed in all things which 
reſpe& payment and purchaſe ; And, in fine, That God is in 
Chriſt, reconciling the world to himſelf; and, having exalted 
the Head of the Church to his right-hand, and having 
given 
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given him a name above every name, hath inveſted him 
with the fulneſs of mediatorial power, and hath given him 
to be Head over all things to the Church, which is his 
body, for compleating the purpoſes of his evetlaſting love 
toward her. This, this is the Goſpel, of which to be 
aſhamed, is to lay the moſt juſt foundation for eternal con- 
tempt. But it is hence further obvious. 
4. That the Goſpel, which holds up to view our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt as inveſted with royal power, muſt preſent us 
with a diſplay of the enſigns of his abſolute authority and the 
inſtruments of his righteous government. It exhibits his 
princely crown, the robes of his excellency, the ſceptre of 
his kingdom, the ſword of his power, the law of his ſub- 
jects, and the white horſe on which he ever rides in ſolemn 
march to conquelt and to triumph. To drop theſe com- 
paratively low, though very ſublime and inſtructive em- 
 blems,—- | 

The Goſpel comprehends in its idea, all the aſtoniſhing 
overtures and offers of mercy ; all the calls, intreaties, ap- 
peals, remonſtrances and certifications, with which every page 
in our Bibles is enriched. Theſe are the glancings of the 
Mediator's ſceptre, held forth in the diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel. Theſe, though feeble and ineffectual, as they are 
diſpenſed by men, are, notwithſtanding, the ordinance of 
Chriſt, and are ſtampt by him, into a ſubſerviency, and into 
an inſt itut ional inſtrumentality, for alluring, and triumphant- 
ly conquering, the obſtinate hearts and rebellious wills of 
even the moſt daring and obdured ſinners. It is on this 
account that the Apoſtle glories in the Goſpel, of which 
many then were, and too many now, to their indelible re- 
proach, are baſely aſhamed, I am not aſhamed of the 
g9/pel of Chriſt, for it is the power of Cod to ſalvation to 
every one that believeth. It is mighty through God to the 
pulling down of ſtrong holds, caſting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge 
A Cod, and bringing into Captivity every thought to the obe- 

dience of Chriſt *. | ry | 
All the threatnings in Revelation belong to the goſpel. 
They are the terrible glcams of that iron-rod, with which 
he rules the nations, breaks them in pieces as a potter's veſ- 
fel, and continues to bruiſe the head of the old Serpent. 
'Fheſe, though they breath nothing but divine refentment, 
| C though 
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though they flaſh nothing bur mediatorial indignation againſt 
the final contemners of his blood ; are, notwithſtanding, 
like the angels, who were fent ro Sodom, the appointed 
dehverers of God's elect, as well as the angels of death to 
the finally impenitent. Menaces are ſtampt with a com- 
miſſion from Chriſt to awaken, to rouſe, and to ſeize, with 
a merciful violence, upon choſen veſſels, and to ſend them 
out of ſpiritual Sodom, with an Eftape for your life ; look 


not behind you, neither ſlay you in all the plain ; eſcape to the 


mnuntain, left you be conſumed *. 
The precepts of Revelation are included m the idea of 


the goſpel. n they were originally the image and 


brighteſt diſplay of God's moral character to innocent man; 
though they were only the matter of that law of rewards 
and puniſhments, under. which fovereign wiſdom and good- 
neſs: originally placed him; — they are now that ſharp two- 
edged ſvord, by which the triumphant Mediator pierces to 
the di: s ing aſunder of the joints and marrow,—of the ſoul 


and ſpirit, and gives full demonſtration, that he is the Di/- 


cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart +. I he law 
of precepts is ſanctified by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to a variety 
of intentions, equally benevolent and falutary. By the 
ſaw is the knowledge of {in :—Of its erroneous guilt, of 
deteſtable pollution, and of its tyrannical power and influ- 
ence. Sinners are hence mercifully inſtructed in the na- 
ture of their diſeaſe ; and, pricked in their hearts, are 
powerfully excited to implore the compaſſion and ſkill of 
the only Phyſician. Ihe law is not only the only rule of 
holy walking with God, — but, as it is implanted in the hearts 
of believers, according to that capital promite, Heb. viii.— 
it becomes the living ſpring and the active principle of ſanc- 
tiſicat on. Love, winch is the ſum of the law, and the 
ſpirit animating the whole body of evangelical obedience, 


SY being thed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt, preſides 


in the renewed foul, as the law of the ſpirit of life confer- 
ring glorious liberty from the lau of ſin and death, and re- 

ated in all its operations, in their amazing, variety, by 
the royat law of liberty, according to the variety, fulneſs, and 
aftonithing comprehenſivenefs of its precepts. I hat wretch- 
ed race of men, who feparate the law of God, as a ſpring: 
of evangelical action, and a rule of new obedience from 


the idea of the goſpel, are ignorant of the goſpel, are the 


enemies 
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enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, and make a profane, tho? 
fruitleſs attempt to wreſt the ſceptre of righteouſneſs out of 


the Mediator's hands. 
In fine ;—all the in/titutions of the New Teſt ament Church 


are inſeparably connected with the true idea of that goſpel 
which Paul preached. That Apoſtle who knew the goſpel 
perfectly, and preached it faithfully, maintained an equal 
regard to its ordinances and inſtitutions, as to its doctrines 
and precepts. He dwelt two whole years, at Rome, in his 
own hired houſe—preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching 
thoſe things which concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all 
confidence *, Tho? he was at Rome, under the very eye 
of the jealous Emperor, and his train of wretched ſyco- 
phants and mercenary informers, he did not ſneakingly con- 
ceal the doctrines of the kingdom of God, or artfully ſet 
them at variance with the things which concern the Lord Je- 
ſur Chriſt, He did not echo the baſe and perfidious lan- 
guage of his country men, —we have no king but Cæſar : 
and, to make his court to the Emperor, ſneakingly cringe, 
and tell him that he had a right to add to the imperial titles 
that of—The SoLE POLITICAL HEAD of the Chuch. Is 
was not Paul, who inſtructed our eccleſic/tcal Managers in 
Britain, at our ever memorable Revolition, and ever Ke. 
to wave and meanly blaſh at the avowal of the ſole head- 
ſhip and peerleſs dominion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt over 
his own tree, independent, and ſpiritual kingdom. Nor 
have thoſe pretended Preachers of the geſpel Paul for their 
maſter, who, in this lukewarm age, have been violently at- 
tempting to ſet its doctrines and inſ/itutions by the ears ; of 
to {ink the importance of the latter in that of the former. 
The order, the government, the diſcipline, and even the 
worſhip of the kingdom of God, have been called in their 
quaint, faſhionable, and too popular ſtile, er matters, 

unctilios, matters of little r no comparative importance, 
circumſtantials, —uneſſential to ſalvation, And a long 
ſtring of ſuch goodly characters. Had Paul accounted, ei- 
ther the preaching or the believing of theſe things uneſſen- 
tial to the ſalvation of ſouls, he certainly was guilty of un- 
accountable imprudence in not reckoning the concealment 
of them eſſential unto the ſafety of his body from the fury 
of the Roman Emperor, to which he doubtleſs knew ſuck 
doctrine would render him peculiarly obnoxious. But he 


had 
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had not ſo learned Chriſt, or the goſpel. He knew and 
was perſuaded, that every ordinance of Chriſt, bearing the 
ſtamp of his authority, and thereby conſtituted a ſacred 
yehicle, for conveying ſovereign influence to the Church, 
is infinitely worthy of the firmeſt attachment and the de. 


vouteſt regard, from every man, who names the name of 
Jesvs. 


This leads me to the improvement of the ſubject in ſome 
reflections and advices, ſuitable to the occaſion, 


1. It is natural to infer what ought to be the ſubject- mat. 


ter of all our ſermons and other adminiſtrations. I he 


goſpel, the goſpel of Chriſt alone. Wo unte us, if we 


preach not the goſpel. Ihe whole time of thoſe, who de- 


vote themſelves to the important work of the miniſtry, 
mult be taken up, in ſtudying and preaching the goſpel. — 
Give attendance to reading, to exhortation. to doctrine.— Ve. 
ditate upon theſe things, give . wholly to them“ Not 
to the unintereſting hypotheſes of the Sages ;—not to the 
cold, tinſel, and erruneous maxims of the wiſe men of 
Heathen antiquity ;—not to the wild, contradictory and in- 
ſipid reaſonings of the later philoſophers ;—not ta the com. 
mon-place topics of abſtra& morality, which give ſuch a- 
eeable play to the delicate lips and ſilver tongues of mo- 
9 declaimers and ſermon- readers. No, no; the goſpel 
alone muſt be the favourable ſtudy of the cloſet, as it is the 
only theme that ſuits the pulpit, and fits gracefully on the 
lips of a Miniſtep of Chriſt. It is a ſoleciſm of character for 
a Miniſter of the goſpel, to prefer any thing in his ſtudies, 
and in his various adminiſtrations to the goſpel. —And ab- 
ſurdity of character is an unmanly vice in every perſon, and 
deſervedly is an indelible {tain upon the man who pretends 
to be a Miniſter of Jeſus. *% 
But it is nat enough ta preach the goſpel in the mo- 
dern and corrupted lenſe of the expreſſion. The whole 
goſpe! muſt be the ſubject of our ſermons and other mini- 
trations. We muſt preach the kingdom of Cod, and the 
things which concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all confi. 
dence. Thoſe, who abſurdly pretend to preach the goſ- 
pel, and are daily diſmembering it, by reducing a great, I 
might ſay, the greateſt part of it to the claſſes of 
Things of doubtful diſputation ;—things indifferent ;—things 
wherein good men differ, &c. &c. &c. are acting an infinite- 


ly 


Tim. iv. 13.15, 
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ly more profane and ungenerous part toward Chriſt, evi- 
dently ſet forth, in all the glories of his exaltation, by the 
goſpel, than the malicious Jews and cruel Romans acted 
toward him, in his loweſt diſguiſe and diſgrace. The latter 


did not diſmember him; nay, they brake not a bone in his 


precious body ane the former tear his uniform, indiviſible 
character, and mangle his ſacred image, preſented in the 
goſpel. One meniber muſt be torn off, and thrown down 
at the alter of the Patron, where clerical incenſe ever 
ſmokes, Good man! He muſt not be diſobliged, by being 
told of the kingly authority of Chriſt ; nor muſt he once 
hear of the right which the King of kings hath conferred 
on his free and independent kingdom to chuſe the means 
and min?//ers of its own edification. Another ſacred mem- . 
ber muſt be devoted to the ſhrines of luxury, diſſipation 
and every genteel vice. Chriſt, though King of kings and 
Lord of lords, muſt not preſume to ſpeak, even by his own' 
fervants, to my Lord or the Knight, to the Counteſs or my 
Lady about even their groſleſt vices, or their moſt overt 
acts of rebellion againſt the Majeſty of the Eternal Gop ! 
A third portion muſt be ſacrificed to the humour of the 
polite part of mankind. It would be rude, unpardonably 
rude, to hold up before their delicate eyes the juſt picture 
of human nature, drawn in the goſpel. The pride of their 
under ſtandings muſt not be ſhocked, by being informed of 
truths, which they would be difficulted to account for, on 
mathematical principles ; and the pride of their hearts muſt 
not be mortified, by aſſuring them that Paul was no phana- 
tic, when he ſaid, —By the works of the law ſhall no fle ſh 
be juſiified *, Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things written in the book of the law to do them +. Ah! 
my brethren ! beware of imagining that the goſpel is 
preached to you, unleſs the entire and undivided character 
of Chriſt is held up to your view, in a faithful manner. 

2. We may hence learn what ought to be the united and 
ſtrenuous efforts of faithful Miniſters, and ſincere Chriſti- 
ans, in ſuch an age as this. It is to avow an inviolable at- 
tachment to the goſpel, —to the whole goſpel. It is to 
bear a proper teſtimony to the dignity and integrity of the 
goſpel, and to the importance of every thing included in 
its ſacred idea, in oppoſition unto, yea in a juſt contempt 
of, the ſceptical, profane and lukewarm ſpirit of the times. 


* Gal. ii. 16. + Gal. iii. 10, 
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It is to refolve, in humble, though confident dependence 
on the power of God, to abide by the fruitful poſſeſſion of 
the goſpel at all hazards, and in all weathers. It is to 
glory in the goſpel, however much ſhame, contempt and 
ignominy may be poured on the goſpel, and on the per- 


ſons of its friends, by a generation ſeemingly prone to re- 


turn once more to infidelity, It is, in ſhort, not to be a- 
ſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt. 

Aſhamed! may ſome exclaim; Who, in a chriſtian land 
would be aſhamed of the goſpel ? What temptation can 
men now have to be aſhamed of what every body profeſſes 
to approve and believe? 

For this very reaſon, be on your guard. The moſt 
ſay, they believe it; yet they are aſhamed of it. Ihere- 
fore, beware that you be not moved from your ſteadfaſt. 
neſs by the facinating energy of example. Believe it; 
yet be aſhamed of it. This, ſay you, is a Paradox. 
Not ſo much as ſome men may affect to ſay. Are there 
none who profeſs to believe, yea, pretend to preach the 

oſpel, aſhamed to own and avow its peculiar dofrines ;— 


hoſe doctrines, by which alone, it ſtands diſlinguiſhed 


from natural religion, and 1s, in contradiction thereunto, 
the Goſpel of Chriſt and the word of ſalvation? Are there 
none, who diſclaim the doctrine of the Trinity; and yet 
avow themſelves to be Chriſtians, yea, pretend to be pub. 
lic teachers of the goſpel? Are there none who pour con. 
tempt on the goſpel account of the Perſon of Chriſt, the 
atonement through his precious blood, and the imputation 
of his perfect righteouſneſs to guilty ſinners for their juſti- 
fication ; yet pretend to a ſingular degree of orthodoxy in 
the Chriſtian faith, and the moſt unſhaken hopes of ſalva- 
tion by the goſpel? Have you never heard pretended 
Chriſtians, yea, legally authoriſed Preachers of the goſpel, 
reprobate the doctrine of original corruption; the Bible- 
doctrine of the imputation of original guilt ; the account 
which the goſpel gives of the abſolute unpotence of unre- 
newed human nature, to do the acceptable will of God ; 
and the humiliating doctrine concerning the abſolute neceſ- 
ſity of the Spirit's ſovereign influ-nce to raiſe from moral 
and ſpiritual death; Yes, doubtleſs. Yet expunge theſe 
doctrines from the Chriſtian creed. and the goſpel is no more. 
How much ought Miniſters and Chriſtians, on that account, 
to be on their guard; eſpecially when example is _ 
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fo fatal, and when ſchools of pretended Chriſtians are plea- 


ſantly gliding down the ſtreams of faſhionable opinion, in 

to the horrid gulph of Sceptici/m and Infidelity ? | 
But, may ſome ſay, W hy this alarm ? Why all this need- 
leſs ſolicitude ? We have not, like Paul and primitive Chri- 
ſtians, to combat all the learning, and ſophiſtry and wit 
of Greece and Rome. Learning has lent her aids to the 
cauſe of Chriſtianity, and even wit has ſometimes not re- 
fuſed her generons aſſiſtance. There muſt be a vaſt dif- 
ference on this account. Chriſtianity and the caufe of the 
oſpel muſt be ſecure. Are you ſure of it? Ate all 
our Shaftburys and our Pollingbrokes ; or Hobbes, our Hart- 
leys and our Humes dead; or are they become the friends 
of Chriſtianity, and employ their learning and excellent 


talents in the defence of the goſpel of Chriftt ?—Be not 


deceived. Suffer me openly to expreſs my fears,—too 
well grounded on facts, experience and obſervation, 
That the enemies cf the goſpel in this, and in the latter- 
end of the Jalt age, have acted their part, in ſo dexterous a 
manner; while its friends have acted theirs, in ſuch a daſ- 
tardly way, by giving up the defence of its peculiar doc- 
trines. that the preſent and ſucceeding generation ſeem 
to be left a miſerable prey to Deiſm and Infidelity. 

Ah! But till there is a vaſt difference. The Prieſts as 
well as the Philoſophers were then the enemies of the goſ- 
pel. But now, Chriſtianity legally eſtabliſhed, has its own 
Alini/iers, who are laudably emulous to excel one another 
in its defence. The preſs is daily teeming with eſſays, 
without number upon the important ſubject. Yea, it has 
become a faſhionable ſubject, on which writers, of the beſt 
judgment and taſte, have employed their pens. Be it ſo; 
Permit me to aſk, What is the preſent, the faſhionable 
mode of defence, which many of ſuch boaſted advocates 
ule? Aſtoniſhing to be told, yet not lefs true: It has 
made more Deiſts, than all the deiſtical writers of the age. 
They have clipt and pluckt, and garbled the goſpel, that 
it is become a mere ſkeleton, in no reſpect different from 
the' ancient Pagan Syſtem ſomewhar improved by the 
purer morals of him, whom ſome have dared to call the 
Galilean Philoſopher *. The goſpel which they defend is 

| | | not 
* * Some even of Theiſtical principles, awed by the ſuperiour ſanctity 


of his life, doctrine and precepts, have been obliged to acknowledge ſome 


have been forced to allow him to 
have been a G600D MAN, and an eminent Philoſopher. 
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not the goſpel of Chri/?, but of Confucius ; not the goſpel 
which Paul preached, but what Plato taught. It is 4 
frightful obje& indeed ; And, therefore, no wonder, 
that ſenſible men, according to the views they are taught 
to have of it, in the writings of ſome modern Advocates 
for it, are greatly aſhamed of it, and fairly go over to the 
camp of the uncircumciſed. For my part, were I to be- 
lieve the Socinian Syſtem, which is the goſpel many of our 
modern Advocates for Chriſtianity take in hand to defend, 
to be the goſpe] of Chriſt, -I would think myſelf bound 
to be aſhamed of it by every thing that is reaſonable in 
human nature. 

Still ſome may be ready to inſiſt, that, though Paul, and 


_ Chriſtians in his age, had ſome temptation to be aſhamed of 


the goſpel, as all the ſecular authority of the world, collec- 
ted in the Sword and the Sceptre of the Roman Emperor, 
was hoſtilly affected toward it; We are happily freed from 
that temptation, as all the ſecular Powers of Chriſtendom 
have eſtabliſhed it in their reſpective dominions, and are, 
therefore, become the Patrons of it, and of all who make 
profeſſion of attachment to it.— Allowing the truth of all; 
yet, beware of ſlackening your vigilance, or judging your- 
ſelves abſolutely exempted from Pauls temptation. Permit 
me to aſk, Is the whole goſpel ;— is nothing but the gol. 
pel in its genuine and unadulterated purity, eſtablithed in 
the European nations, — in Great Britain, —in Scotland? 
Perhaps it will be found, that the political frame of all the 
Governments of Europe, in ſome branches, is a flat contra- 
diction to ſome very eſſential branches of the goſpel; and 
that, particularly, Theſe very eſtabliſhments of Chriſtianity 
in their preſent mode, are at eternal war with the ſole 
headlhip of the Author of Chriſtianity, over his own inde- 


pendent and ſpiritual kingdom, which is, indiſputably, an 


eſſential article of the Chriſtian faith. Lake heed, then, 
leſt theſe very eſtabliſhments, which you think the main 
ſecurity of the goſpel, and your guard and buckler in the 
proſeſſion of it, ſhould betray you into the very fin, againſt 
which you think you are effectually protected. May they 
not betray you into a ſhame, and a diſavowal of thoſe bran- 
ches of the unadulterated ſcheme of the goſpel, which are. 


Inconſiſtent with the preſent political frame of the king- 


doms of this world, and with your own temporal intereſt eſ- 


ſentially connected with them? May not theſe lead you to 
| __difavow 
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diſavow the Alone Headſhip of Chriſt in his Church, when 


the intereſt of a Patron, or of his Preſentee is to be ſer- 
ved?—Patronage makes an eſſential branch of theſe boaſted 
eſtabliſhments. May they not lead you to undertake the 
defence of contradictory oaths and religious profeſſions, 
when your conſciences may be under a neceſſity to abet the 
truth; and your ſecular intereſts happen to diſpoſe you, to 
ſwear to the defence of an eſtabliſhment unfriendly to its 
profeſſion. —— Believe it, brethren, this temptation is 
more effectual than the generality of mankind are aware. 
This temptation had power enough to effect the grand 
apoſtaſy in the weſtern Church; and it has been 
the ſame temptation that has produced the apoſtaſy 
of the latter times among the Proteſtant nations, and 
has particularly plunged the Britiſh Churches into all the 
filth, from which, after a remonſtrance of more than a 
\ century's ſtanding, they refuſe to be purged. We are 
bold to ſay, that thoſe, who are the firmeſt friends to 
the preſent ſtate of Church-eſtabliſhments, are the moſt 
determined enemies to the purity and integrity of the goſ- 
pel; and eſpecially to that in it which gives animation and 
weight to all its doctrines and inſtitutions, —I mean, the 
royal, unrivalled authority of Chriſt in all his Churches, 
and in the conſciences of all their members. 

We ſhall conclude with a few advices, tending to direct 
your practice, and to excite your compliance preceding 
. 

That you be not aſhamed of the goſpel, let not down 
* guard againſt the ſurpriſes of that paſſion, on account 
of thoſe things in chriſtianity of which corrupt human na- 
ture is moſt apt to be aſhamed ; particularly, 

The peculiar and precious doArines of the goſpel. That 
which chriſtianity has in common with all religions, men 

are rarely tempted to bluſh at. This is the true reaſon, 
why ſo many of our modern Advocates for chriſtianity, to 
ſave themſelves from the bluſh, have left all the peculiar, 
diſtinguiſhing doctrines to the mercy of every by-comer ; 
and have fled to the defence of a Tyſtem of natural religion, 
for which they need riot give themſelves any uneaſy concern 
even before a Julian, or a Porphyrie, an Hobbs or a Spi- 
noſa. But the doctrines of chriſtianity, which give it its 
diſtinguiſhing nature and excellence, are fooliſhneſs to the 
wiſe men of this world, and always a ſtumbling- block » 

the 
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the zealous devotees of corrupt reaſon, and the religion 
which it teacheth. Chriſtians muſt, therefore, be hard 
enough to bear the laugh and contemptuous ſneer of theſe 
Sophos, with a patience, which the goſpel both teaches and 
inſpires. | 

The wor ſhip of the goſpel. This is ſo ſimple, ſo ſpiri- 
tual, ſo ſublime, that it will never ſuit the natural, carnal and 
abſurd notions of God. of which unrenewed men are dot- 
ingly and devotedly fond. Beſides, it is ſo evangelical, ſo 
eminently calculated to exalt God in Chriſt, and to lay the 
ſinner, where he ought to be, at the foot of God's throne, 
that it muſt always thwart the natural pride and haughtineſs 
of the corrupt heart. Chriſtians, therefore, muſt poſleſs 
themſelves of as much fortitude as to bear with the con- 
tempt of thoſe, who are enemies to the peculiar character 
of goſpel- worſhip. They muſt put up patiently with the 
character of phanatics, This appellation, or others of ſimi- 
lar import, mult be the heritage of all the friends of evan- 
gelical worſhip, as long as the unſanctified fancies, and the 
proud hearts of carnal men cannot entertain a reliſh for 
the pure, ſpiritual and unadulterated worſhip of the goſ- 
pel,—that is, as long as the world ſtandeth. 

The walk of the goſpel. This is too ſtrict, too mortified, 
too circumſpect to meet with the approbation of thoſe, 
whoſe chief objection to the goſpel, whatever they may pre- 
tend, 1s, that K teacheth and commandeth ws, that denying 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly 7 this preſent world“. You muſt, therefore, 
reſolve to put up with being the objects of the world's re- 
fentment; and tamely to inherit the names, which an ill- 
natured generation, who cannot patiently, abide the thougbt 
of being ſhamed and condemned by the ſanctity of your 
conduct, will liberally beſtow on you. Yea, you muſt pre- 
pare for meeting with their ill- offices upon every occaſion, 
wherein their conſciences, irritated by your converſation, 
ever agreeable to your profeſſion, gives them diſturbance, 
and checks their career in their impieties. Sinful compli- 
ances with the humours of any, in order either to procure 
their favour, or to elude the effects of their hatred, ever 
imply a want of faith in the promiſes, and a want of reve- 
rence to the precepts of the goſpel. . 

Ia fine, the afflictions of the goſpel. He who will live 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus, and according to the Spirit of his 
goſpel, muſt prepare to ſuffer perſecution f. The m 


* Titus 11. 12. + 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
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of the goſpel infers the afflictions of the goſpel. The un- 
changeable contraſt between the Seed of the Woman and 
the Seed of the Serpent; between the ſpirit of thoſe. who 
inherit Cain's diſpoſition, and of thoſe who poſſeſs Abel's qua- 
lities, will always make this to be the caſe, ſo long as there 
is a particle of ſand in time's glaſs. Let Chriſtians, there. 
fore, maintain a ſpirit of vigilance, leſt, facinated by the 
love of eaſe, they ſhould buy an exemption from the per- 
ſecutions, and other afflictions of the goſpel, at the ex- 
pence of purity in their goſpel-walk, and of evangelical ac- 
curacy in their converſation. Let Demas ſtand an inſtructive 
beacon. What ailed him at his ancient friend, Paul, that 
he ungenerouſly forſook him ? Nothing ! But he did not 
love Paul's affiicions on account of the goſpel. He 
loved eaſe, exemption from perſecution, and the ſmiles of 
this preſent world better than Paul or the goſpel, or the 
advantages that were to be enjoyed in the company of 
either, | 

2. To prevent your being aſhamed of the goſpel, daily 
review its worth. Conſider, when the bluſh is beginning 
to fluſh your cheek, Whoſe it is? What it is; And what it 
is mighty, through God, to effectuate. 

Think whoſe it is. It is the goſpel of Chriſt, It is what 
he owns, and charges all his profeſſed friends, upon their 
allegiance, to own in the face of every kind of oppoſition 
and every ſhape of perſecution. Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed 
of me, and of my words, of him ſhall the Son of man be 
aſhamed, when he ſhall come in his own glory, and in his 
Father”s, and of the holy Angels *. © 

Meditate on—what it is. It is the glorious goſpel of 
the bleſſed God: — The brighteſt diſplay of the being, 
perfections and fœderal characters of Deity :—The exact 
portrait of Chriſt's perſon, and the juſteſt delineation of his 
aſtoniſhing undertaking :— The ſtore-houſe of all grace :— 
The charter for eternal glory: —And the mean which hea- 
ven honours to bring all God's children thither. 

Conſider what it is able, through the power of God, 
to effectuate. All its friends owe their eternal falvation, 
in the end, to its powerful, inſtrumental influence; and all 
their cheering and joyful hopes in this vale of tears, to its 
precious promiſes, and comforting aſſurances. By it they 
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are taught, and powerfully enabled, to rejoice, not only 
in Chriſt Jeſus, but even in tribulation, By it, the Chriſtian 


looks full in the face of grim death, and ſmiles. Leanin 


on it, as a ſtaff, he walks through the valley and ſhadow of 
death, and fears no evil. And admitted within the vail, 
on the foundation of the righteouſneſs, which had been re- 
vealed to him, from faith to faith, by the goſpel, he hears 
that ſentence with eternal tranſport from the lips of his 
Judge, which the goſpel had formerly aſcertained him of .— 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit ye the kingdom prepar- 
ed for you, from the foundation of the world. | 
Animated by ſuch conſiderations, boldly avow your un- 
ſhaken attachment to the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed 
God ;—And may the Cod of peace, who brought again from 
the dead our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make 
you perfect in THAT and in every good work, to do his will, 
working in you that which is well pleaſing in his ſight, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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1. To Tur MINISTER, 


Reverend and Dear BRoTHER, 


7 Hs day, the adorable HEAD of the Church hath ac. 
counted you faithful, putting you into the Miniſtry, 
according to the ſacred and inviolable order, which 

he hath eſtabliſhed in his viſible kingdom. The truſt 

which he hath committed to you is awful, as well as ho- 
nourable, in the higheſt degree ;—whether you conſider 
its arduous duties; its important ends; or the account of 
your ſtewardſhip, which you are ſhortly to give in to your 
Great Maker, at his ſecond coming. He having, this day, 
by a Sovereign Act of his Mediatorial power, inveſted you 
with the miniſterial character, and put the official keys of 
the Steward's function into your hands,—expects that you 
ſhould approve yourſelf faithful, in the diſcharge of every 
duty, which now is, or afterwards may be, incumbent on 
you, in finiſhing your courſe, and the miniſtry which you 

have received of the Lord Jeſus. Paul, deſcribing the im- 

port of the miniſterial character, makes fidelity its chief 

ingredient and principal ornament.—Let a man /o account 
of us as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the 
myſteries of Cod. Moreover, It is required of Stewards, that 

a man be found faithful . A Steward-like diſpenſation + 

of the goſpel is intruſted to you; be not therefore aſham- 

ed of the ſacred depoſit. That you may not, Suffer, dear 
vir, the word of exhortation, under a few heads. | 

Give all diligence to know the golpel. Be inſtant in 

ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon to preach the goſpel. Regulate 

your deportment before the flock according to the goſpel.— 

And ſhun not any opportunity to avow your . attach- 

ment to the goſpel. 

1. Uſe the utmoſt diligence to know the goſpel. You have, 
this day, ſolemnly devoted yourſelf to the work of the 


goſpel ; 


23 Cor. 310-1, 2. | 

+ 1 Cor. ix. 17. oixcroular Hm. Diſpenſationem 

creditam ſuſcepi. I have had a ſteward-like miniſtry intruſted 

with me. See a ſimilar conſtruction Gal. ii. 7. Terigeuua 7H 
tvaſyinior, Tt 
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goſpel ; therefore, the principal ſcope of all your ſtudies 

muſt be, to become poſſeſſed of a thorough knowledge of 

that ſacred economy, with which you are intruſted, 
Uſe every. means to know the goſpel extenſively. Every 


ſeveral branch of the goſpel ought to be known and un- 


derſtood by ſuch as preach it to others. How, otherwiſe, 
is 1t poſſible, that they ſhould be able to bring forth things 
new and old, on every proper occaſion, and to give unto 
every one of their hearers their portion in due ſeaſon 9 As 
every doctrine which the Divine Prophet of the Church 
hath revealed, and every inſtitution which her Sovereign 
Head has appointed, muſt be worthy of his character, and 
conſequently of the laſt importance to the honour of God 
and the ſalvation of men: So nothing, in either of theſe 
claſſes, ought to be kept from the knowledge of our hear- 
ers, through our ignorance of, or inattention to it, any 
more than through our deteſtable {tkewarmneſs about it, 
The doctrine and the worſhip, the promiſes and the pre- 
cepts, the prophecies and the figures, the order and the 
diſcipline of the goſpel—all claim our attention, and con- 
ſpire to ingroſs our ſtudies. To gain ſuch a knowledge of 
the goſpel, reading and ſtudy are eſſentially neceſſary. Let 
the Floly Scriptures be your hourly companion, The oracles 
of God are the only ſources from whence we are to draw 
a juſt and extenſive knowledge of the goſpel. To the Law 


and to the Teſtimony ; If men ſpeak not, if authors write 


not, if councils decree not according to this word, it 1s be- 
cauſe there is no light in them“. Thankfully and with 
eagerneſs peruſe whatever thoſe luminaries who have ſhone 


out in the heavens of the Church, in the ſeveral centuries 


of chriſtianity, have left behind them, whether in their 
private writings, or in their more public and ſynodical de- 


| terminations. The Spirit of God, who is officially the 


Spirit of truth, has been conducting, and will continue ta 
lead the Church to a gradual development of thoſe truths, 
which Ive deep in Revelation's ſacred lines. We are, 
therefore, in theſe late ages of the world, to avail ourſelves 
of thoſe who have gone 2 us; to collect for our own 
advantage, and that of our flocks, the ſcattered rays of 
ſacred truth they have left behind them, in the ſeveral 
tracts through the Church's heavens; and, after the ex- 
2 5 9 ample 
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ample of the Diſciples, to gather up the fragments of that 
bread of life, which has fed the many thouſands of Saints 
in the ſucceſſive ages of the Chriſtian Church, that nothing 
ſo precious may be bff * Yet here, prudent caution is 
to have her ſeat at our right-hand. We are ever to re- 
member, that the Sacred Writers were only inſpired ; and 
that nothing is to be believed, merely becauſe holy ment 
have alle: ted it, learned men have abetted it, or venerable 
councils have ſtampt it with their unanimous fuffrages. 
Love to the eternal ſource of all truth, and ſolicitude about 
our own ſalvation, with that of our flocks, ought to be our 
conſtant monitors and guards, againſt either belicving or 
teaching what we are not well aſcertained, on ſcriptural 
grounds, to be the very truth of the God of Truth, 
Study to know the goſpel intenſively. It is unworrhy 
of a workman who needeth not to be aſhamed, yea, it is 
inconſiſtent with ſuch a character, to ſit down contented 
with a general, however extenſive, knowledge of the goſ- 
pel. The Chriſtian, eſpecially the Miniſter, who would 
not wiſh to be aſhamed of the goſpel, muſt become acquaint- 
ed and familiar with the intrinſic beauty, excellence and im. 
portance of every goſpel truth, and, from a ſpiritual appre- 
henſion of the dignity and god-like glory of every doctrine 
and of every inſtitution, mult be able, laying his hand on 
his heart, to pronounce it Worthy of ALL acceptation 4. 
To become poſſeſſed of, and to increafe in this knowledge 
of the goſpel, it is eſſentially neceſſary that ou _ 
Uſe every appointed mean to know the goſpel, and eye- 
ry thing included in it, in a connected view. God is one, 
and / is truth. And as the beauty and dignity of Diety 
conſiſts. in the unity of all his incomprehenfively glorious 
perfections. So the majeſty, beauty, and importance of 
Goſpel Truth, which is the image of God, can never be 
juſtly apprehended to our own comfort, or held up to the 
view of our congregations to their ſpiritual inſtruction and 
edification, but in its eternal oneneſs and raviſhing connec- 
tions. The goſpel muſt be known and preached as one 
compleat and indiviſible character of the one living and true 
God; as one finiſhed view of the one Mediator between 
God and Men; and as one perfect copy of, and comment 


On 
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on that one myſtery of God*s will, according to his good 
pleaſure, which he purpoſed in himſelf ,—That in the diſpen- 
ſation of the fulneſs of times, he might gather together in 
ons all things in Chriſt. All the truths and inſtitutions of 
the goſpel muſt be known and preached, as they ſtand 
connected, in the moſt raviſhing manner, with the honour 
of every perfection in the Divine nature; —with the elu- 
cidation and ſalutary diſplay of Emmanuel's one undivided 
character for the ſalvation of the Church; and with one 
another, —while they altogether, in eternal harmony, con- 
ſtitute one compleat diſcovery of man's ruin by the fir/?, and 
of his redemption by the /econd Adam. I here is a diſcrip- 
tionlefs, divine Something—71 ay, in every evangelic truth, 
which muſt be apprehended by the Chriſtian, in order to 
his ſteady attachment to the goſpel; and by the Miniſter 
of Jeſus, in order to his preaching. the goſpel, with liveli- 
neſs, dignity and a proper N To this purpoſe, it 
is abſolutely neceſſary, that, beſides aſſiduous ſtudy, and a 
daily application to reading the beſt writers, and to con- 
verſation with the moſt learned and ſolid Miniſters, and 
with the moſt lively and experienced Chriftians,—we ſhould 
give ourſelves much to all the devout exerciſes of the clo- 
et, ſuch as Faſting and prayer, ſoliloguy and ſelf-examinati- 
en. Bene ordſſe eſt bene /tuduiſſe * is one of Luther*s beſt 
apophthegms. w— „ | 
2. Preach the goſpel. Preach the word, be inſtant in ſea- 
fon, out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffer - 
ing and doctrine f. OTE | 
Preach the goſpel judiciouſly. Truth, in oppoſition to 
error or revery, muſt always find its way to the heart 
through the underſtanding. Crude undigeſted ſentiments 
are infinitely unworthy of the lips of a Miniſter of Jeſus. 
Nothing, in this age, has had a greater and more viſible 
tendence to ſink the credit of the goſpel, and the charac- 
ter of its diſpenſers than the ignorant, injudicious, looſe, 
frothy, flippangymanner of handling its ſacred doctrines, 
which has beef ſo faſhionable among too many. The 
goſpel is the MOM of God in a myſtery, even the hidden 
wiſdom which Cod vrdained before the world unto our glory t. 
Therefore, wretched ignorance of the goſpel's ſacred im- 
port 


A devout aſcetic is the beſt Student. + 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
51 Cor. 11. 7. . | 
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port muſt lye at the foundation of a precipitate manner of 
preaching its awful doctrines. The majeſty of theſe heaven. 
ly doctrines, and the dread aſpect they wear toward the 
eternal ſtate of mortal immortals ſhould effectually deter us 
from ever entering our pulpits, without having uſed all 
proper methods and means to attain unto a juſt view of 
thoſe truths, together with their ſacred connections, with 
which we Aten to inſtruct and edify our flocks. Theſe 
means are fervent prayer; aſſiduous ſtudy; and the due 
uſe of all the aſſiſtance, which a liberal education, direc- 
ted towards the ſtudy of divine objects, can poſſibly furniſh. 
Preach the goſpel faithfully. Preach all the goſpel. 
Preach nothing but the goſpel. Take Paul's amiable prac- 
tice for your profitable and ſafe rule. I have not ſhunned 
to declare unto you ALL the counſel of God *. We are not 
as many, who corrupt + the word of Cod; but as of ſince- 
rity, —but as of God, in the ſight of Cod ſpeak we in Chriſt ;. 
Remember, that while you have the honour to be a Steu- 
ard, you are but a Steward of the myſteries of God. Be. 
ware, therefore,—either of keeping back any part of the 
goſpel, which you may know to be the goſpel, from the 
grand repoſitory of the goſpel-truth, — the Bible; and 
which you may be conſcious, the peculiar circumſtances of 
this flock call upon you, to hold up to their particular atten- 
tion : Or of ſophiſticating the goſpel, by mingling with its 
ſublime doctrines, either your own imaginations, or the 
dreams of other men, however ancient, learned, or vene- 
rable for their piety. 

Preach the goſpel ſeaſonably. Know the ſtate of this 
flock from time to time, and ſtudy to adapt your public 
diſcourſes, your catechetical inſtructions, and your more 
private conferences, to their peculiar and ever-varying cir- 
cumſtances. It is true, a bow, ſhot at a venture, Bens: 
times has done ſovereign execution, eſpecially in the caſe 
of occaſional diſcourſes ; but a Miniſter, conſtituted an over- 
ſeer of a particular charge, muſt preach with his eyes open 
on the peculiar temptations, the afflicted lots, and the more 
proſperous ſtates of individuals. The God of truth hath 
faid it, the wiſeſt of men hath wrote it, and the experi- 


E ence 
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} Karnaworrec adulterating, as low, tricking traders do their goods 
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ence of ten thouſands hath proved it, — that a word ftly 
ſpoken, 1s like apples of gold in pictures of ſilver *. He is a 
Maſter in Iſrael indeed, who, animated by the example, 
and directed by the Spirit of the chief Shepherd, can, like 
him, ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to the weary +. | 
Preach the goſpel with becoming dignity, Call to re- 
membrance at all times, that what you preach is the goſ- 
pel of the bleſſed God. Nothing, therefore, unworthy of 
God, or of the goſpel, which is his image, ſhould drop 
from your lips in your public adminiſtrations. IIliberal 
language, and, low alluſions, trifling metaphors and con- 
temptible allegories, are a diſgrace to the goſpel, and the 
preachers who uſe them. There is an ackowledged gran- 
deur and propriety in the language and figures, which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath uſed, which recommend it to the Church, 
to the end of the world, as the beſt vehicle for conveying 
ſacred inſtruction to perſons of every age and condition. 
The Miniſter, whoſe mind habitually ſoars in the contem- 
plation of divine objects, will find the high ſwelling words 
of vanity, and the grovelling idioms of the vulgar, equally 
improper for cloathing his ſentiments and conveying his 
ideas to the people of his . 
Preach the goſpel plainly. You are a debtor to the wiſe, 
and to the unwiſe t. Therefore ſtudy to uſe the greateſt 
perſpicuity in all your public diſcourſes. To this end, en- 
deavour to have all the knowledge of which you are, or 
may be poſſeſſed, juſtly arranged in your own underſtand- 
ing, and made familiar to your own mind. In this way, 
you will be able to arrange your ſentiments, and produce 
your thoughts, upon every ſubject, with a happineſs, faci- 
lity and perſpicuity, which will make them intelligible and 
obvious to the weakeſt underſtandings among this people. 
He merits not the character of a plain and noble preach- 
er, who, though he may never uſe a word or an expreſſion 
above the ſtandard of the vulgar, either takes no pains to 
methodiſe his thoughts, or labours hard to torture and vio- 
lently mold them into an awkward, unnatural method of 
arrangement. Order is the ſource of perſpicuity ; and 
the nature of every ſubject, duly attended to, will point 
out that which is moſt natural, eaſy and ſubſervient to the 
great deſign of general edification. . 
| In 
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In fine; preach the goſpel in good earne/?. Let a fer- 


vent zeal for the honour of your Divine Maſter, and a ſin. 
cere love to the ſouls of this flock, animate you on every 
occaſion to diffuſe the favour of Emmanuel's good oint- 
ments. Study to feel the energy of truth on your own 
heart; then will your language glow with a celeſtial ar- 
dour, and your ſentiments, thus originating, and thus de- 
livered, will find their way to the hearts of this congrega- 
tion. A ſenſible Heathen, who only well underſtood the 
natural ſprings of the human paſſions, could ſay - Weep, 
if thou wiſheſt me to bear thee company . How much, 
then, ought the ſervants of the Living God to endeavour, 
firſt, to feel what they daily labour to make their flocks to 
feel, ſeeing, without that, all their ſweat and labour is like- 
ly to be loſt, and they themſelves be caſtaways in the ſolemn 
day of final reckoning ? 

3. Regulate your conduct according to the goſpel. You 
are to go out and in before your flock, as an example to 
them in all godlineſs. Your life muſt be in conſtant uni- 
fon with your doctrine. And as the doctrines which you 
are to preach are doctrines according to godlineſs ; ſo the 
life which you live muſt be according to the genius of theſe 
doQtrines,—Pure, peaceable, gentle, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, without hypocriſy +. yo rags 

Let your deportment be pure. Let your garments be al. 
ways white, after the ſpirit of that ritual inſtitution, which 
obliged thoſe who miniſtred at the altar, and bare the veſ- 
ſels of the Lord, to appear in white robes, as inſtructive 
emblems of God-like purity. Every action, every word, 
every geſture, ought to approve the heart purified by the 
faith of thoſe bleſſed doctrines of the goſpel, which we 
preach unto our flocks. It is this, which will give our 
{ſermons weight among our hearers ; and conſtrain them 
to believe the importance, fovereign efficacy and divine 
authority of the goſpel. | 

Let your conduct approve you to be peaceable, gentle 
and eafy to be intreated, You are a miniſter of the God of 
peace, and of the meek Jeſus; you are, therefore, to de- 
monſtrate by your conduct, that you are poſſeſſed of a large 
portion of his Spirit; that your diſpoſition and temper is 


1 conformed 
* 


Si vis me flere, dolendum eſt 


Primum ipſe tibi.— 
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conformed to the genius of the goſpel of peace; and that 
you are indeed a miniſter of reconciliation. Would you 
live peacefully with your flock? Would you promote and 
cheriſh peace among this people? Would you wiſh to re- 
ſtore that heaven-deſcended bleſſing, at any time, when it 
has fled? Then convince this people, by your uniform con- 
duct, that you have ſaid to Pxack, thou art my ſiſter ; and 
that you are a determined enemy to none but ſuch as are 
determined to the utmoſt of their influence to baniſh her 
from the earth. | 
Let your deportment abound in ac of mercy and good 
fruits. You ſerve the God of mercy. No attribute of 
God appears with a brighter ray, in the goſpel, which we 
preach, than Mercy. We cannot, therefore, adorn this 
goſpel more eftectually, than by imitating our Father in 
eaven, who is merciful, yea, the Father of mercies, in 
acts of mercy and good fruits. We muſt ſtudy to go be- 
fore the flock in doing good, and in communicating to the ne- 
ceſſities of men, whether ſpiritual or temporal, to the ut. 
molt of our power; for with ſuch ſacrifices the Father of 
mercies 7s well pleaſed *. Let us never refuſe to drop the 
tear of ſympathy over the afflicted, the tempted or the de- 
ſerted ; and let us be ever ready to open our lips for their 


conſolation and relief. Nor are we to ſhut our purſes a- 


gainſt the cries of the poor, eſpecially of our flock. Small 
and incompetent indeed is the pittance which Miniſters or- 
dinarily can afford to the poor, yet, even when we ſolicite 
the charities of the more wealthy for their relief ; we 
ought to be examplary by the manner of giving our own 
mite. | . 

Let your deportment among this people be without par- 
tiality. There is nothing which more effectually ſinks the 
miniſterial character, than holding mens perſons in admira- 
tion becauſe of advantage . It too plainly demonſtrates, 
that the love of the world poſleſſes a room in the heart, 


' ſuperior to that, either of the love of God, or of anxious ſo- 


licitude for the ſalvation of ſouls. Religion, it is true, does 
not level, but leaves all civil diſtinctions of rank among 
men upon the ſame bottom, on which it found them. But 
Jet theſe diſtinctions be /acred, only in civil ſociety and its 
concerns. In the kingdom of Chriſt, the poor of this 
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world are often eminently rich in the ſight of that God who 
contemns all the glitter of earthly glory; and they muſt 
be ſo eſteemed and ſo honoured by his ſervants. In that 
kingdom, the man with the gold-ring and goodly apparel is 
to have no chief ſeat. . He only, whom the Soverign Lord 
bath diſtinguiſhed with the, BEST -RoBE in his juſtificati- 
on, ——hath honoured with the Rix in his adoption, and 
| Whole feet are furniſhed with ſhoes, in his ſanctification * 
claims our principal attention, whatever his external circum. 
ſtances may be-in this valley of tears. 

In one word more, let your behaviour be without hy- 
pocriſy. Every ſervant of that Perſon, in whoſe mouth 
no deceit could be found, ought to aſpire after being an 
ISRAELITE indeed, in whom ic no guile +. True piety in 
the Chriſtian character, and difintereſted honeſty in the 
miniſterial character, need no paint; and the - perſon who 
makes them his ſtudy needs to wear no maſk. Imitate 
your worthy predeceſſor in this amiable virtue, for which 
he will continue to be juſtly admired among his brethren, 
whom he has left behind him. His-words, ever few, but 
ſavoury, were in conſtant uni/on with his actions; while 
theſe laſt were always the undiſguiſed interpreters of a 
heart fraught with love to God, and. with ſentiments of 
the warmeſt and moſt diſintereſted benevolence toward men, 
Chriſtians, and eſpecially this flock. - - 1 

4. In fine; ſhun no proper opportunity to avow and ap- 
prove your ſteady attachment to the geſpel. You have Paul, — 
and you have Paul's Maſter and your's, for your examples, 
'The firſt was not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt ; and. the 
latter endured the croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame for the re- 
demption of his Church. Let nothing, therefore, move you, 
neither count your life dear unto you, ſo that you may finiſh 
your courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which you have recetv- 


ed of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of 
God 7. 
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BRETHREN, 


. have been witneſſing, and concurring in the di. 
| nation of one, not only to labour in word and doc- 
trine in the congregation ; but alſo to rule with you, and 
to fill the chair in your ſeſſion, —Suffer, then the word of 
exhortation in a few words. 

1. Cheerfully conſpire with your Miniſter, and the Mo- 
derator of this ſeſſion, in all meaſures, which may promiſe 
to ſecure his comfort, to promote your profit and ſatisfac- 
tion, and to advance the edification of this people. Study 
to ſtrengthen his hands, and to make his heart courageous 
in his Maſter's work, by being diligent workers together 
with him, in all things, which lye within the verge of your 
Tphere. As there is nothing which has a greater tendence 
to promote the edification of ſouls and ſecure the ſucceſs of 
the goſpel, than the ſupport and maintenance of the Mini- 
ſter's authority among the flock; ſo there is none who 
can do this laſt to greater advantage, than the Elderſhip of 
the congregation. Tale! it, therefore, on your conſciences, 
as a duty of the very laſt importance, to ſupport the autho- 
rity of your ſeſſion, and of your Mmiſter, as your Mode- 
rator, in all matters, wherein the honour of God, and the 
welfare of ſouls are concerned. For this end, — upright 
yourſelves, ſtudy to know, and thus to be able to vindicate 
the rectitude of your Miniſter”s intentions, on every occa- 
fion. Teach the people to have a confidence in him in 
all things, according as you, by frequent and familiar inter- 
views with him, may be appriſed of his public ſpirit, the 
diſintereſtedneſs of his deſigns, and the bowels of chriſtian 
and miniſterial compaſſion he has for this flock. 

2. Let the Elder, who laboureth in word and doctrine, be 
accounted worthy of double honour among you. While you 
rule in concert with him, pay all due reſpect to the ſuperi- 
ority of his underſtanding, always remembering, that the 
Prieſts lips ſhould keep knowledge, and that you ſhould ſeek 
the law at his mouth, for he is the meſſenger of the Lord of 
hoſts *. Let him be practically acknowledged and daily 
honoured, as poſſeſſed of the key of doctrine, by your wy 
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and humble manner of conſulting him with reſpect, both 
to your own duty, and to what you ought to adviſe any 
individual of the flock, over which you are conjunct over- 
ſeers. In this way, you will both practically teach the 
congregation to pay due deference to their paſtor, and will 
give weight to your own characters and authority, by the 
wiſdom, gravity and ſalutary tendence of your labours, re- 
gulated by his advice. 

3. After looking well to yourſelves, and to your own 
families, —attend with unwearied ſedulity, faithfulneſs and 
prudence, to the inſpection of the flock, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers. Be careful that too 
3 a ſhare of rule may not fall on the Elder, who is this 

ay ordained to labour in word and doctrine among you, 
and call him off unneceſſarily from higher and more uſeful 
engagements. Give all diligence, that all unhappy differ- 
ences and miſunderſtandings among brethren, in your re- 
ſpective diſtricts, be timeouſly taken up, and adjuſted pri- 
vately, before they grow unto any undue head, and become 
thereby matters of ſcandal, and of judicial cognizance. Be 
men of peace, and peace- makers in your ſeveral quarters. 
Be not over credulous in the caſe of diſadvantageous re- 
ports. Here every thing twice, before you venture to 
utter it once. Make it a point of conſcience, to ſuffer, at 
no time, and in no cauſe, your judgments to be forſtalled, 
or your paſſions to be pre- ingaged. Know not your brother, 
either in your judicial, or your extrajudicial management. 
Never dare to believe, without ſufficient evidence; and 
never venture to judge upon any cauſe, without due 
proof. In fine, 

4. Endeavour, as jointly intereſted in the proſperity of 
this congregation, to ſtrengthen one another's hands, and 
encourage one another's hearts, by a firm and unanimous 
reſolution, to diſtingutſh yourſelves, as you hitherto have 
done, by unanimity and cordiality in all your ſeſſional bu- 
ſineſs. This tends to give weight to the judicial ſenten- 
ces of the ſeſſion, and to conciliate reverence, reſpect and a 
willing obedience to its deciſions. Experience has fatally 
proved it, in too many inſtances, that nothing has a more 
_ pernicious influence to fruſtrate the ſucceſs of the goſpel, 
and to deſtroy the good effects of government and diſcip- 
line among a people, than unſeemly jars among their El- 
derſhip. Tutored, then, in the ſchool, if not of your own 
experience, 
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experience, yet, in that of too many others, watch with 
diligenee againſt even the ſmalleſt miſunderſtandings among 
yourſelves, Behold, how good and how pleaſant it is for bre- 
thren to dwell together in unity It is then the Lord com- 
mandeth the bleſſing, even life for evermore *. 


III. To rzs CONGREGATION. 
My FReNnDs ; 


. A FTER a very heavy trial, in the removal of your late 
eminently worthy Paſtor by death ; and after a vari- 
ety of very alarming occurrences during your vacance,— 
the Lord hath again made your eyes to behold yqur teach- 
er. This is a mercy, which you are, I hope, ſenſible of, 
and diſpoſed to value; and that you may give full proof 
of this, Permit me to conclude this part of the day's work, 
with a few exhortations to you, the people of this congre- 
gation. | | 
Give entertainment, in believing and obedient hearte, 
to the meſſage of the goſpel. Men and brethren, — to you 1s 
the word of this ſalvation ſent, in this ſingular and ſovereign 
act of Providence, fixing a Miniſter of Salvation once more 
among you. You are, therefore, laid under the ſtrong- 
eſt obligations on account, not only of the ſovereign autho- 
rity of your heavenly Benefactor, but alſo of his aſtoniſh- 
ing kindneſs toward you, to take the cup of ſalvation, and 
call on the name of the Lord +. Tremble at the greatneſs, 
and the continuation of your privileges; and ſtudy to im- 
prove them. Call to remembrance, that from the days of 
the diſtinguiſhed HuNTER to this hour, in the ſpace of 
near forty years, you have been exalted to heaven, in the 
enjoyment of goſpel privileges beyond many, and equal 
to any, congrepation cleaving to the Seceſſion- Teſtimony. 


| Beware, 
* Pſalm. cxxxili. 1,3. + Pſal. cxvi. 13. ' 
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Beware, leaſt what our Lord denounced againſt Capernaum, 
ſhould ſtand a confirmed ſentence againſt you, or any of 
you, in the congregation of Gateſhall, And thou Caper- 
naum, which art exalted unto heaven. ſhalt be brought down 
to hell! For if the mighty works which have been done in thee, 
had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 
day *. | 

* Deal kindly with the Meſſenger of the goſpel. Ap- 
prove your cordial affection to the meſſage and its ſove- 

reign Author, by your love to the meſſenger. Let all 
make conſcience of it, to ſtrengthen his hands and confirm 
his reſolution, to approve himſelf a work-man, who need- 
eth not to be aſhamed. As there is nothing, which is 
more diſcouraging to a goſpel-miniſter, chan the evidences 
of want of ſucceſs in his miniſtrations; — So there is no- 
thing which gives him equal pleaſure to what he feels, 
when he ſees bis people walking in the truth, and adornin 
the doctrine of Feſus Chriſt our Saviour in all things. Let 
this, therefore, be your daily, zealous ſtudy. Let none 
dare to grieve the Spirit of God, vex the heart of his ſer- 
vant, . and offend the generation of thoſe, who ſeek his 
face, by a carleſs, carnal or profane manner of walking, 
under the clear ſunſhine of the goſpel day.—Let no office 
of kindneſs within your power, be wanting toward your 
miniſter. Actions, which, materially conſidered, may be 
very inconſiderable, may, notwithſtanding, be of the laſt 
importance, for inſpiring courage and reſolution, when 
they evidence a warm heart, and a ſoul animated by a love 
to the goſpel of Chriſt, ſuperiour to every ſelfith conſide- 
ration. Paul found this in his journey to Rome. Some 
brethren, hearing of his approach, met him a few miles out 
of the city. This ſeemingly trifling action, raiſed Paul's 
heart in gratitude to God, and filled it with courage and 
rezolution, to purſue his work at all hazards. I hen the 
brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as Appii 
Forum, and the three taverns ; whom when Paul ſaw, he 
thanked God and took courage +. 

3. In fine; obey them that have the rule over you, and 

ſubmit yourſelves : For they watch for your ſouls, as they 
that muſt give an account That they may do it with joy and 


| 


* Matth, xi. 23. + Acts xxviii. 15. 


not 
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not with grief For that is unprofitable for you. Call daily 
to remembrance the relation, which, this day, hath begun 
to ſubſiſt between you and your Paſtor, together with thoſe 
aſſociated with him in rule and government, It is a rela- 
tion, which, as it implies an obligation to labour on his part, 
ſo it includes an obligation to ſubmiſſion and obedience in the 
Lord, on yours, for both which, your Paſtor and you are re- 
ſpectively to be anſwerable at the ſecond coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. —Now unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his 
glory with exceeding joy ;—to the only wiſe God our Saviour 
be glory and majeſty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen. | 3 


THE END. 


18 AP 68. 
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